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of letters would not stand out so prominently, would not be
considered such a prodigy, were she to come in these days.
We should admire her genius and her powers without feeling
the sensation of wonder that these should be possessed by a
woman. It is in the recognition of this fact that we are better
enabled, to understand the changing aspect in the relations
of women to men during these latter years. There has been
no alteration in the possibilities within the grasp of the indi-
vidual, but great change within those which can be claimed by
the sex at large. Women can do no more now than in the olden
days when they were considered as almost inferior to animals;
but woman has profited by the opportunities of her time, and
is every day developing powers until now unsuspected.

The whole value of history is in teaching us to understand
our own time and to prognosticate the future with sonie de-
gree of correctness. More especially is this true of all class
history, and the story of sex development may be so rated. It
is to find the reason of what is and the nature of what is to
come that we turn to the records of the past and ask them
concerning their message to us of these things. In our retro-
spective view of woman, we shall, if we are alive to suggestion,
find steadfast tendencies of development. It is true that these
tendencies do not always remain in the light; like rivers, they
sometimes plunge underground and for a time find their paths
in subterranean channels where they are lost to sight; but they
always remerge, and at last they find their way to the cew-
tral sea of the present. Future ages will doubtless mark the
course of those tendencies not only up to but through our own-
age; for though I have spoken of a central sea, the smile is
hardly correct, inasmuch as the true ocean which is the gotd
of these rivers is not yet in the sight of humanity. But we at
least find promise of that ocean m the steadfast arid deter-
mined course of the streams which flow toward it; progress
has always a goal, though it may be one long